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Through God’s grace we are a nurturing family of faith, serving Jesus Christ with diverse gifts, 
responding in gratitude, guided by the Holy Spirit, demonstrating and reflecting Christ’s love and light 

to our community and beyond! 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE MODERATOR 
     I have been impressed with the 

faithfulness of this congregation over the     

2 1/2 years that we have been without a 

pastor. A large number of you have been 

very consistent at worship. It is a joy for me 

to see your friendly and welcoming faces 

each Sunday. Kristin, our administrative 

secretary, has faithfully kept track of giving, 

the calendar, information for the bulletin, 

things that have been done, and things that 

need to be done. Without her I don't know 

how we’d keep up with the stream of things 

that need attention each week and each 

month. The rest of the staff, Gene and 

Mickey have gone above and beyond; 

Melisa, David, Annie, Mona, and others 

with the music program have put time, 

effort, and creativity into their work. Non-

staff like Cliff and Tracy have been 

recording services almost every Sunday. 

Other leaders and volunteers have kept the 

ministries, the choir, and programs going, 

and the building in good repair, as much as 

resources allow, and then some! However, 

we also know that all these things would 

stick together better if we had a pastor. We 

are still looking! 

     Meanwhile, the session, the elected 

leaders of the congregation, at its June 

meeting, made some decisions it hopes will 

move us forward in a more precise 

direction. One of these actions calls for the 

effort of the entire congregation. We need 

to get some sense of how you, the 

members, are feeling about things, what is  

 

going well and what needs attention, what 

we can do to improve our ministry as a 

church. To this end we will be doing 

something like a mission study which will 

involve all of us. The question is, how do we 

continue with strength without the 

presence of a pastor? There are no dates 

set yet. In the meantime, think about what 

you might share, if asked. If you feel so 

moved, you might even share it with a 

member of the session right now. You will 

hear more about this later. 

     Next year will be 175 years since the 

founding of this congregation in 1851. We 

want to go into that year with some vibrant 

and creative energy. We look forward to 

the direction and newness we can envision 

and act upon together as disciples of Jesus 

Christ in this place. 

     David G. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June Birthdays  
6/2 – Laura Sloan 
6/12 – Jaxon Kramer 
6/16 – Jill Krueger 
6/25 – Kathy Allen 
 
July Birthdays  
7/3 – Leo Skwor 
7/6 – Lorelie Drinkwater 
7/6 – Andy Zimmer 
7/10 - Kim Bockenhauer 
7/15 – David Baldwin 
7/16 - Tom Otto 
7/16 – Sharon McArthur 
7/16 - Bill Wresch 
7/18 – Elgin Bulin 
7/18 – Haesun Roberts 
7/25 – Bob Sloan 
 
August Birthdays  
8/4 - Marge Hatz  
8/4 – Tom Kaul 
8/10 - Shirley Kieffer 
8/10 - April Rau 
8/13 – Cheryl Anderson 
8/17 – Dave Crane 
8/17 – Kendra Drinkwater 
8/18 – Rick DeMars 
8/19 – Amy Teelin 
8/21 - Sandy Zweifel 
8/23 – Melisa Skwor 
8/24 – Becky DeMars 
8/24 – Mickey Rau 
8/26 – Mona Larsen 
8/29 – Alice Grady 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
June Anniversaries 
6/7 – Bill and Sue Wresch 
6/8 – David and Sherry Baldwin 
6/9 – David and Elsie Gilmore 
6/9 – Bob and Sandy Zweifel 
6/10 - Dave and Marge Hatz 
6/26 – Luke and Paige Kramer 
6/28 – Bob and Gail Schmiedlin 
 
July Anniversaries 
7/8 – Mike and Deb Steinhorst 
7/31 – Dave and Anne Crane 
 
August Anniversaries 
8/12 – Jim and Kathy Allen 
8/18 – Bob and Sandy Greenwood 
8/26 – Andy and Tammy Zimmer 
8/31 – Mary and Guy Reynolds 
 
 If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 
please call in the date to our church office. 

   
YOUNG AT HEART 
Save the date - Thursday, July 10th. 
Last year’s Supper Club experience was so 
well liked that they’re doing it again!  
A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for those 
who are interested.  

 



FAVORITE RECIPES 
 
Loaded Rice Crispy Treats 
6 Tbsp. Butter 
16 oz. bag Mini Marshmallows 
1 tsp. Vanilla 
½ tsp. Salt 
10 cups Rice Cereal 
1 cup Salted Peanuts 
1 cup Toffee Bits 
1 cup Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips 
 
Make a foil sling for a 12 x 15 cookie sheet 
with sides, with extra foil hanging over 
edges of pan. Push foil into corners and up 
sides of pan. Melt butter over low heat. Add 
marshmallows, vanilla, and salt. Cook, 
stirring constantly until melted and smooth 
(about 6 minutes). Remove from heat, stir 
in cereal, peanuts, and chips until 
incorporated. Transfer mixture to prepared 
pan. Let treats cool for 15 minutes. Using 
foil over-hang, remove treats from pan. Cut 
into squares and serve.  
 
Submitted by Sandy Zweifel 

 

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

   Presbyterian Women traveled to Madison 
for their June meeting, hosted by Sharon 
McArthur at All Saints Neighborhood.  
Sharon is the oldest member of our church 
and the longest member of Presbyterian 
Women's Group.  
 
   Our next PW hits the road will be on 
Wednesday, July 9th. We will meet at 9am 
in Fellowship Hall & then head to the 
International Crane Foundation.  
There is a sign-up in the Narthex.  
Elsie Gilmore is our hostess and may be 
contacted with any questions at  
608-334-4765. 

 
 
 
 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT 

 
   The railroad tie timbers for the retaining 
wall along the alley were replaced earlier 
this spring. The work was done by Joey 
Klitzke Construction. The original timbers 
dated back to 1990 and were falling out and 
rotting. Now they will be good for another 
20 to 30 years. Thank you Elgin, Tom and Al 
for their oversight on this project. 
 
   Al Schroeder noticed some cracked 
mortar in the stone foundation under the 
bell tower, so he dug down several feet and 
has been re-mortaring these cracked areas. 
He's checking all around the foundation 
perimeter. A special load bearing mortar is 
being used. Thank you Al. 
 
   Building and Equipment also replaced the 
old weed-wacker and leaf blower with new 
battery operated equipment. Battery 
operated yard equipment is lighter and 
doesn't require a cord or polluting gas 
powered motors. Environmentally better to 
use. 
 
   Please don't hesitate to let one of our 
members know if you spot something that  
needs this Ministry's attention.  
Sincerely, Elgin Bulin, Liz Nevers, Tom Otto 
and Al Schroeder. 
 

 

OUTREACH UPDATES 
 

The Outreach Ministry would like to thank 

everyone who brought items for the 

Birthday bags. We donated 12 full birthday 

bags to the Baraboo Food Pantry. 

BACKPACK PROJECT 
   This is the 17th year for the Backpack 
project in Baraboo! This project strives to 
help keep financially struggling students in 
school with the school supplies they need. 
For this Project, we are collecting cosmetic  
bags, period supplies for teens and 
teen/women’s black sweatpants & leggings, 
sizes small - large. We will package kits for 
elementary, middle and high school 
students to pick up during distribution. 
Please place donations in the bin in the 
Narthex. 
   If you are or know of a student who 
attends Baraboo schools and is facing a 
situational issue and could benefit from the 
Backpack project, please have them fill out 
an application.  
   Applications are available at Recycled 
Sally’s, Get N Go Laundromat, the 
Neighborly Free Store and the Children’s 
Museum. You can also text or call 608-963-
8230 for a copy. Applications must be in by 
July 31.  



FOOD FOR KIDS 
   
On Monday 
April 28th, a 
small but 
hard-
working 
group from 
this church 
joined many 
other community organizations to package 
meals for Food4Kids.  
   This was the 7th annual Food4Kids drive 
at the Baraboo High School. The high school 
Interact group organizes and runs this drive. 
This year was headed by Senior Anna 
Colette Robson-Leach. She and 
fellow Interact students ran the drive like a 
well-oiled machine. Before the packaging 
started, they raised $10,000 from 25 
community sponsors.  
   This year 296 volunteers helped, including 
the mighty nine from our First Presbyterian 
Church: Elgin and Shirley Bulin, Tammy 
Zimmer, Mary Collins, Kathy and Jeff 
Teasdale, Joan Kaul, Gail Schmiedlin, and 
Kim Bockenhauer.  
   Our team filled 17 boxes in two. 
Altogether this year, 486 boxes equaling 
10,497 meals were packaged to be sent to 
Haiti, Honduras, Ukraine, Libya, and a food 
pantry in Milwaukee.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
   Outreach opened our doors and facilities 
to the community during the Circus 
Parade.  We had an amazing 200 people 
come into our 
church to use 
our facilities, 
cool off, and see 
our beautiful 
church. We were 
thanked by so 
many for opening 
our doors, which is exactly what our 
Outreach Ministry is here to do. 
   We received $60  in Free Will Donations 
for using our facilities. We also received 
$180 for parking at the church. It is great to 
park so close to the parade. These 
donations go to one of our community 
programs, which we are happy to help 
financially. It is essential that we all give 
freely when we are here to help others in 
our community. 
   Among the volunteers, a special thank you 
to: Elgin Bulin and Mary Steberl handled the 
parking lot. Cyndy Croft and Kim 
Bockenhauer for hosting upstairs. Cliff and 
Deb Nieuwenhuis for our wonderful 
outdoor signage. Darlene and Tom Otto for 
coming in on Friday and setting up the 
parking lot. Finally, Mickey Rau for making 
sure our church was spotless and prepared 
for 200 
guests, 
and for 
cleaning 
up after 
them. 
This is not 
a task any one person could handle.  
It takes a community to Reach Out to 
everyone in Baraboo! 



NEW LEAD USHERS ARE 
NEEDED! 

 

  Ushers have always been very important 
helpers before, during and after worship 
services. They are adults of all ages and high 
school students are also welcome. New 
Lead Ushers get training and shadowing 
experiences before starting solo. It is a very 
fulfilling volunteer job because you help 
worship services proceed in a smooth and 
orderly fashion for all attending.  
   Before 2020 we always had one Lead 
Usher and 4 Usher volunteers for every 
Sunday service. The 4 ushers were needed 
because we passed our collection plates 
during the services and the volunteers 
helped make that process happen 
successfully. When we resumed Sunday 
services in 2021, we no longer passed 
collection plates, so since then we have 
only needed one Lead Usher every Sunday.  
   The Lead Usher assignments include 
welcoming people, lighting Sanctuary 
candles and lights, monitoring the entry 
doors and Narthex during worship, ringing 
the church bell, helping anyone needing 
assistance, keeping attendance records, 
delivering the collection plate to the 
Sanctuary table, etc.  
   Anyone interested in becoming a new 
Lead Usher is always welcome! For more 
information or if you have any questions 
about this job, please contact Cheryl 
Anderson at 608-493-2066 or 
cheryla813@gmail.com.    
 
 

 
 

 

STUFFED ANIMAL 
DONATIONS 

 

   In June, we started collecting gently loved 
stuffed animals that will be given new 
homes. The Meadows nursing home is 
looking for some to have on hand for the 
residents when they win prizes for the 
games they play. The residents will be 
thrilled to give them some love. We will 
continue to collect them during July, as 
well. There is a bin in the foyer.  
Thank you! 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR 
CHOIR AND MUSICIANS 

 

   If you see a choir member or our 
musicians, please give them a big thank you 
for their performances during worship! 
Director:  Melisa Skwor 
Accompanist: David SaLoutos 
Soprano: Paige Kramer, Ava John, Debbie 
Steinhorst, Kathleen Thurow 
Alto: Mona Larsen, Mary Willson, Gail 
Schmiedlin, Marybeth Deedon 
Tenor: Steve Willson, Steve Stoffels, Joe 
Corbin 
Bass/Baritone: Mike Steinhorst, Jim Allen, 
David Gilmore 
Pianist:  Ann Calkins 

mailto:cheryla813@gmail.com


From the Green Team 
 

   Is God green? What does God and the 

Bible have to say about our care of the 

earth and its plants and animals? What did 

Jesus say about the environment? As 

Christians what is our role in caring for the 

earth? 

   Check out the Green Bible. This scholarly 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

highlights in green letters the many ways 

the books of the Bible speak to us about 

how we should think and act as we confront 

the environmental problems facing our 

planet. 

   Much of dominant Western culture has 

followed the “subdue the earth” tradition 

of Christianity, which has been used to 

excuse exploitation of the natural world 

leading to pollution, contamination, 

extinction of species and general 

degradation of the environment including 

climate change. But is that really what the 

Bible says? 

   Over the next year, the Green Team will 

be exploring this issue from a biblical and 

Christian perspective. And we will be 

sharing that perspective with you through 

bulletin notices and newsletter articles. Two 

copies of the Green 

Bible are available at 

church for members 

to borrow. Read the 

scriptures anew with 

The Green Bible as 

your guide and 

discover how you as a 

Christian can make a 

difference. 
 

STARFISH CAMPAIGN 
 
It’s estimated that every 
day, one of two 
Americans with medical 
debt is forced to choose 
between paying medical 
bills and covering basic 
needs.  
    Since 2022 John Knox 
Presbytery has been participating in a 
ministry to remove the burden of medical 
debt for families. All 55 churches in our 
Presbytery have been invited to contribute 
to this ministry. 
    Due to the expertise of the Presbytery’s 
mission partner, Undue Medical Debt, every 
dollar you contribute goes on to wipe out 
over $100 of debt for the families we are 
helping. In the first two years combined, 
Presbytery-wide contributions were able to 
cancel $5,832,268.74 of medical debt for 
4,761 families. Then in 2024 our Presbytery 
collected $40,501.99 which cancelled 
$5,306,408.27 of debt for 4,726 families! 
Last year our church collected $850 which 
cancelled $117,300 of debt! This is almost 
equal to our entire yearly budget!   
What a huge impact we’re making!  
 

So far this year our church has raised 
$1,032! 

 
    If you haven’t already, please consider a 
donation to help wipe out medical debt. 
You can make your check out to our church 
and mark it “The Starfish Campaign.”  

 
Thank you for your generosity. 

     
God accepts what we offer and makes it 

amazing! 
 



 


